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Topic 1 Movies 

 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Movies - William & Seanan March 2012           0.00 – 3.09 
 

W What about movies, watched any good movies lately? 

S Em, what was it I watched? The Iron Lady. Yeah I watched it, didn’t really, didn’t 

really like it. I watched the Artist the other day actually 

W Uh huh. Oh Ken was going on about that, (Yeah) saying it was really good. 

S It was good. I mean it was you know, I thought it was quite daunting the sort of idea, 2 

hours of silence you know 

W Who’s the director? 

S Eh whewww, don’t know 

W It’s a French, is it a French movie? 

S Yeah I think it’s a French movie, but the main guy is French anyway (Uh), the the 

protagonist, or the actor, but em, no I didn’t I didn’t, I watched it on my own, ‘cause I 

said Youngjin wouldn’t like it. 

W Did you buy that or did you see that in the movie theatre. 

S I borrowed it yeah 

W Haha 

S Yeah, I’ll give it back (Haha) but I said em, I said the wife wouldn’t, wouldn’t wouldn’t 

watch it ‘cause it’s 2 hours of silence you know but it was pretty engaging, it was cool 

you know. 

W I watched Cowboys and Aliens last night. Which was eh… 

S Ah Daniel Craig (Daniel Craig) 

W Yeah 

S That’s not bad actually 

W Ah, it’s it’s okay, the action I guess, but I don’t know 

S No, no 

W It’s, it’s I mean the aliens were pretty neat in it, I mean the special effects for that and 

then eh. I mean he’s… 
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S But the idea…  

W Always a good 

S ‘Cause I mean the idea of having aliens back in those days, that’s not bad. 

W Yeah, not it’s a, it’s an original idea, it’s uh, (yeah) nobody has really toyed with it I 

think so 

S Yeah, thank God 

W You know uh, Harrison Ford was in it and… 

S He was the sort of town leader wasn’t he, or town… 

W Yeah like kind of richest guy in town 

S Yeah  

W Big eh cattle eh, big rancher and so, this town was really just there because he had 

money 

S I can’t even remember the aliens in that movie. Oh… 

W There were these kind of little green, or big green, very fast and… 

S They came out of this, at the end they all came out of sort of yeah they were shooting 

and stuff like that but em 

W Uh… 

S I don’t even know what happened in the end. What happened in the end? They went 

back into space or something didn’t they… 

W They, they, they started to take up, take off and then this alien, another, an alien of a 

different kind who had made it to earth in order to fight them because they had 

destroyed her planet… 

S Zzzzz…. 

W …managed to eh blow up (Jesus) their ship in, in here 

S Anyway, entertaining 

W Yeah, but Harrison Ford, I mean, he screws up movies I think as much as he helps them 

sometimes, ha I don’t… 

S Well he’s got to that stage where he’s sort of like, you know it’s just the money isn’t it 

you know. 

W I mean he acts like a grumpy (yeah yeah yeah) old guy and it’s like 

S Em… 
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W The Devil’s Own, we were talking about, you know with eh Brad Pitt 

S Ah that… thing, (the IRA guy) come on that sucked 

W And eh, you know Harrison Ford in that is the eh, you know uniformed New York city 

cop and… 

S But he’s the guy, he’s the guy who was sort of like, I was in London on vacation and I , 

I came across, wasn’t he the, wasn’t that the movie where he foiled the kind of a IRA 

plot 

W Oh yeah, yeah it was, he his eh, the eh…  

S That was it, he killed the brother (Yeah) of of Brad Pitt’s character or something and 

Brad Pitt came back to get him or something, was that it. 

W No I think you are confusing it like with Patriot Games 

S Ah really, ah okay 

W The one where they later replaced him with Ben Affleck, but he was, he was doing that 

like character from the Tom Clancy novels 

S Ah, ah ah ah  

W Like in a couple, analyst slash (yeah), you know 

S But the Devils Own was, was the IRA guy who, what stayed in his house. 

W Yeah, yeah, like rented a room and rented a room in the basement… 
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2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Movies - http://www.just-the-

word.com/main.pl?word=movies&combinations=combinations&cdb=thesaurus  

 

3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Genre -  What kind of movie is it?   It’s a/an………. 

Actors -  Who is in it?    ………. is in it. 

Set -   Where does it take place?  It takes place in/on ………. 

When does it take place?   It takes place in the………. 

Plot -   What’s it about?    It’s about a ……… who ………. 

Climax -  How does it end?    In the end, ……… 

What kind of reviews did it get?  It got ……….reviews. 
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4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: When you speak, try to use the co-ordinating conjunctions below; they will help 

you make longer sentences.  

 

and  

but  

because  

so  

 

A. Example: I went to the movie theater. I watched Avatar. I didn’t like it. The story 

was terrible. I will not recommend it to my friends. 

 

B. I went to the movie theater and watched Avatar, but I didn’t like it because the 

story was terrible, so I will not recommend it to me friends. 

 

5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Past Simple 

Rule 

S + verb (ed) 

S+ verb (irregular past) 

 

We use the Simple Past to talk 

about past actions that are finished 

and have no connection with the 

present. 

 

 

Use 
 

 

 

 

 

I saw a great movie last night. 
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We also use it to show sequences of 

past events when telling a story 

 
I talked. 

I didn’t talk. 

Did I talk? 

He ate. 

He didn’t eat. 

Did he eat? 

Common time words we see with 

Simple Past = ago, yesterday, last 

I went to the movie theatre last night. I 
watched Hangover 2. It wasn’t as funny 
as the 1st one. The same guys were in it. 
Oh, this time it was set in Asia. There 
were lots of funny scenes. The actors were 
really good. In one scene, they got on a 
boat, then went to a temple, then met a 
crazy guy and then they slept in a jungle. 
 

 

6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 
 

1. What is your all-time favorite movie? 

2. Are there any kinds of movies you dislike? 

3. Have you ever seen ………………..? (Insert the name of a movie.) 

4. How often do you go to movies? 

5. If a book has been made into a movie, which do you prefer to do first, see the movie 

or read the book? Why? 

6. What is the worst movie you've ever seen? 

7. What was the last movie you saw? 

8. What movie star would you most like to meet? 

9. What do you think of reality shows? 

10. Do you think that films can be educational? 
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Topic 2 Culture 

 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Culture - William and Seanan March 2012             0.00-3.55 

 

S You’ve been in Korea for a while 

W Yep 

S What do you think about it? 

W Ah, it’s usually interesting (yeah), some things are bothersome. 

S Yeah, well I mean it’s hard to, I mean you’ve been, I guess as an American, as an 

Irish person anyway, but adapting to this place is tough you know (ah hmm) I 

guess. 

W I think I, I just have my bubble, I just go (your bubble?) to the same places. 

S What does that mean, oh right 

W I got my fixed rounds 

S Exist in that little sphere and that’s it. 

W Yeah and eh 

S But you got to step outside the odd, the odd time, you know 

W Nah 

S No? 

W Try to not step out of the bubble 

S Really? 

W Stay 

S How come? 

W Oh well you know, you end up today like, with some drunk coming up to you or 

something I mean eh (yeah), you know you end up eating something that doesn’t 

agree you know or (yeah) 

S So stick to what you know pretty much 

W Yeah, I mean you know I eat at some of the same restaurants, I mean I try new 

ones every now and then but eh, not like I did a long time ago. 

S Oh, when you first came, I guess you’re sort of like gonna try everything (but) and 

then you get comfortable… 
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W The very first time I came to Korea, I mean yeah I was, you know like, travelling 

around everywhere (uh-huh, uh-huh), and taking pictures of everything and now 

it’s… 

S Nah, different 

W I took a picture a while ago of a hagwon bus with listening misspelled. 

S Yeah, that was it? 

W Yeah, that’s my great… 

S Well I remember my… 

W My touristy photo right now 

S Now, I remember when like I lived in em when I lived in Spain, the same thing, I 

didn’t do any, any tourist stuff until the last week (hmm), ‘cause I was just like, 

puuh, what’s the point, you know, em everything’s eh, everything’s there, I’ll get to 

it, you know at some stage. 

W I mean a lot of stuff these days, it’s eh, kind of, you know all the cities and stuff are 

losing their individual flavor, there’s a Da Vinci and eh everything else on every 

corner 

S There’s a coffee shop, well I mean, I don’t know… 

W And the phone shop or 

S The block system, the block system is weird. We don’t have blocks back home, but 

the idea of that block (hmm), the first floor is always a coffee shop, third floor is a 

PC bang or it’s a basement or it’s a Western bar, or a pool table, pool hall… 

W But all of the little Mom and Pop shops are giving way to franchises (mm 

mmmmmm) and you know (yeah) it’s not as interesting to walk around as it used 

to 

S No, I mean my old neighborhood, when I first came to Korea in Daegu, they had a 

couple of Mom and Pop shops, but just a big chain came in, (mm) fad dum, wiped 

it out so 

W You know I mean every little uh… 

S But there are markets you go to the markets no? 

W No, I kind of, don’t really like those 

S Really? Wow…they’re pretty cool. 

W When I first came around I thought it was really cool to walk through the eh Sijang 
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you know 

S So you just kind of got, just become run of the mill, now is it, you’re sort of… 

W Pretty much, I mean I’ve been there, I’ve seen, I’ve seen the strange fish (yeah) 

you know eh, swimming in the bowl 

S There’s probably new strange fish though 

W Yeah, new mutations. 

S But is there anything now that like sort of you know with the culture or, or 

surroundings that’s sort of, kind of like wow that’s pretty neat (em), like after a few 

years living here you know. 

W I don’t know, I mean I like the Health Care system here much better than the 

United States ah… 

S That’s ‘cause it’s, that’s ‘cause it’s cheaper 

W And eh 

S It is good though I guess 

W One thing that I cannot get used to is eh people going hawk hahhhh 

S Oh that sound 

W And then spitting a big lump of lung or something else, some other bodily fluid on 

the and I mean 

S But that’s not just Korean though, I’ve heard that in China it’s pretty bad as well 

W I’ve heard that too but (we don’t live in China) I’ve seen it here yeah hahaha, I’m 

not stepping in around in China and eh… 

S But do you have anything back in the States that would piss people off? 

W Oh eh, no it’s, it’s, it’s a wonderland, it’s a 

S It’s a wond.., get off haha 

W No I mean, you know we have, we have bad drivers there, like people pull out in 

front of you and stuff like that, but (uh-huh, uh-huh) here 

S Hold on, I’ve seen the way you drive 

W But here you know, like every time you go down the road, somebody is gonna pull 

out in front of you. 

S Well I mean here, I don’t know, the idea is that they’ve gotta get in to that space, 

whatever that reason is I don’t know. 
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2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Culture - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=culture&cdb=thesaurus  

 

 

3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrasal Verb Collocations Meaning Structure Example 

Soak up Culture To experience, 
fully appreciate, 
understand, enjoy 
something 

Soak + object + 
up 
Soak + up + 
object 
Soak + object 
pronoun + up 

There will be 
plenty of time to 
enjoy the scenery 
and to soak up 
the local culture. 
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Tap into Culture To understand 
and be able to 
express 
something such 
as other peoples 
beliefs or 
attitudes. 

Tap + into 
+object 

Ever since the 
Beatles visited 
India, western 
pop music has 
been tapping 
into the culture 
and traditions of 
the sub-
continent. 

 

4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Please use the Rejoinders below to show that you are listening to and interested in 

someone else’s ideas, speaking 

Happy Sad 

That’s great! 

Terrific! 

Wonderful! 

That’s too bad. 

I’m sorry to hear that. 

Oh, no! 

Interested Surprised 

I see. 

That’s nice. 

Oh, yeah? 

You’re kidding! 

I can’t believe it! 

Oh, really! / Oh, really? 

 

 Can you think of any other Rejoinders you might use? Please write them in the boxes 

below. 

Happy Sad 

 

 

 

Interested Surprised 
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 Try this: which Rejoinders could you use below to complete the conversation? 

1. A: I love listening to K Pop. 

2. B: __________? 

3. A: Yeah it is great. I really enjoy listening to Big Bang. 

4. B: __________. I don’t really like K Pop. 

5. __________ . 

 

5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: We can use the Grammar below a lot to speak about what we like or do not like 

about a culture.  

Enjoy 
 

Rule 
 
S+ enjoy + verb (ing) 
Enjoy=like 
We use this form when we talk about 
something we do for pleasure, like hobbies. 
 

Use  
 

I enjoy talking to friends. 
I enjoy swimming. 

 
Love / like 
 

Rule 
 
S+ love/like+ verb (ing) 
We use this form when we 
talk about something we do 
for pleasure, like hobbies. 
 
S+ love/like+ to + inf 
We use this form when we 
talk about something we 
think is good or right to do, 
or it is a habit. 
Love is stronger than like. 
 

Use 
 
I love/like cooking and reading 
books. 

I like to do the washing up 

immediately after the meal. 
 
We like to eat out every Sunday. 
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 Can you think of other verbs to say that you like or don’t like something? Please 

write them in the boxes below. 

Like Don’t like 
  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 

1. What are some things that define a culture? For example, music, language, ...  

2. What do you think is interesting about your culture?  

3. When people from other countries think about your culture, what do they usually 

think of?  

4. What has surprised you when you've met people from other countries?  

5. What do you like about your culture?  

6. What don't you like about your culture?  

7. How do young people in your culture behave differently from older people?  

8. Are there many people of different cultures in your country? Are you friends with 

any?  

9. Have you ever felt confused by the actions of someone from another culture?  

A. If so, tell me about it. 

10. Who in your culture do you admire most?  
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Topic 3 Sport 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Sport - Dave and Seanan March 2012            0.00-3.59 
 

S I mean, I guess we can knock off with eh Sport em…did you watch the game last night, 

were you watching the Champions League? 

D Nope 

S No 

D I wasn’t. 

S Not at all. 

D Eh, I heard, I saw the result though 

S Yeah, well it was em, well I’m an Arsenal supporter so I guess 

D Oh, I’d forgotten that 

S It kind of sucked you know em, although I didn’t get to watch it, ‘cause eh, it wasn’t on 

TV, I couldn’t find it on TV anyway, I couldn’t find it on em SBS ESPN or Star Sports but 

eh 

D Did you not try streaming it? 

S Ah, it was on at like 4am or something stupid like that, I couldn’t… 

D Couldn’t be arsed 

S No, but em, is that what you, I mean are you a soccer fan or what 

D Well I would be (yeah), but eh, obviously my em, my interest in the Champions League 

has eh, has em, what’s the word I’m looking for 

S What are you, United or ‘Pool or? 

D United of course 

S United yeah, of course, jeez that sounds em, lovely 

D Yes, there’s only one team to support mate 

S Well they’re in Europa, aren’t they still in the Europa League 

D They are, but that’s the Europa League 

S Ah, that’s the, was that Tuesday or Thursday, that’s the, isn’t it Tuesday or Thursday nights, 

‘cause Champions League is Wednesday. 

D They haven’t played yet, they haven’t played yet, so it will, they’ll probably play tomorrow 

night 

S Yeah yeah (yeah) yeah. I think, I think it’s always sort of like that, that competition is on 

Thursday, you know so, automatically… 

D Tuesday Wednesday split the Champions League, the Thursdays put in all the Europa 

matches yeah. 
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S All the second rated teams in Europe my young man, not that’s not true (yes, yes) em 

D Well this season it is I’m afraid. 

S But your also emem, a basketball fan, no not a basketball, a baseball fan 

D Yeah but no, but em 

S A little bit, no? 

D Well, it’s funny ‘cause I don’t, I don’t really watch Major League baseball (hm), I don’t 

stream any of the games or watch it on television 

S You go to the stadiums here 

D Oh, I go to the stadium here. I love the Kor, I mean I love the Korean baseball and 

actually I watch the Japanese baseball as well (yeah), but I really, I don’t watch the major 

leagues really. (uh) 

S I mean why do you go to the stadium, is it because of Samsung Lions or just for the beer 

and chicken and bit of craic like or 

D It’s a gre, I mean it’s a, it’s a great way to spend an afternoon, exactly, you go in there, 

hopefully the sun is shining, sit down there (uh huh), you have your chicken, you have 

your beer, and like I’ve been going for years now, so I mean I know all the players on the 

Samsung team (yeah), not personally, but eh, you know so, whoever is up, whoever is up 

batting or bowl…bowling em (hmm), em pitching (pitching yeah yeah) then eh, like I 

usually know their stats and stuff like that (uh-huh, uh-huh) and I know what kind of 

season they had last season and whether they are doing well this season or badly this 

season, so I mean there, I’ve, I’ve actually, it’s both the experience and the fact that I now 

have a knowledge of the game here and it just makes really enjoyable, I love it. 

S It’s a weird thing ‘cause we don’t have that back home, I mean we don’t really (baseball) 

we don’t follow baseball 

D Not at all 

S It’s not on TV 

D I don’t think I’d ever seen a baseball, ah well, I don’t think I’d ever watched a full baseball 

game until I came to Korea. 

S You would play rounders as a kid I guess, no? 

D Ahm… 

S Or cricket I guess 

D I played cricket 

S Cricket would be our closest wouldn’t it (I played cricket) except for rounders yeah 

D I even played, I think I might have had a few games of rounders when I was eh you know, 

early teens, when we had like PE classes and something like that 

S With a tennis racket, which would be much easier 

D No I think they had (a stick) I think they had a rounder’s stick 

S Oh God. Yeah, no I, I used to, I was a cricket, I was a cricket, I played cricket as well when 
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I was em, I guess in high school. 

D I played for 15 years (yeah), I was never any good, but I played for 15 years 

S Yeah, I used to like it, ‘cause we used to travel around the country playing other teams 

which was kind of cool you know (hmm) but eh 

D Exactly, ‘cause like, eh what was it, was it my, was it, was it the end of my final year in 

school or the end of my fifth year in school, em I got a call one Saturday evening (hm), 

from a  friend of mine, who I knew was playing club cricket and he said, “we’re desparate 

for a for an eleventh man” (yeah yeah) and is there anyway you can go to Kerry or 

Limerick or somewhere, tomorrow. What for, a game of cricket, hell, I’m not doing 

anything else, all right yeah, what time will I meet you, went in, played, didn’t play 

anything great or anything like, hit a few runs, I think I might have caught a few balls and 

he said are you available again next week and said yeah sound. 

 

2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Sport - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=sport&cdb=thesaurus  
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3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 

be over  finish Be + over The match is over. 

call off match cancel S+ call+ off + 
object 
S + call + object 
+ off 
S+ call + object 
pronoun + off 

We have called off the 

match because there is no 

way we’ll be able to play 

on that ground even if the 

rain stops now. 

call up  Ask to join S+ call+ up + 
object 
S + call + object 
+ up 
S+ call + object 

pronoun + up 

The midfielder has 

emerged as a bright talent 

and was even call-up to 

the England squad. 

come away 

with 

title win S + come away 

with + object 

Finley came away with 

the title in the 400 meter 

run with a time of 50.05. 

crash out  Lose and go 

out of a 

competition 

S+ crash + out 

(no object) 

England crashed out of 

the World Cup after a 4-1 

defeat to Germany. 

get off  start S+ got+ off + 
object 
S + got + object 
+ off 
S+ got + object 

pronoun + off 

The World Cup got off to 

a sensational start in Seoul 

as Senegal snatched a 1-0 

victory against defending 

champions France. 
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4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: When you speak, try to use the Follow-Up Questions below; they will help you 

continue the conversation and avoid any long pauses.  

 
What __________? 

Where __________? 

When __________? 

What kind of __________? 

How long/far/late/big __________? 

 

 Try this: Complete the conversation below using Rejoinders and Follow-Up 

Questions.  

1. A: What time did you go to bed last night? 

2. B: At 2am. 

3. __________ ? That late! __________ were you doing until 2am? 

4. B: I had a date. 

5. A: I ___________. __________ did you go? 

6. B: We went to a bar downtown. 
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5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Play / do / go   Tip: We use this grammar when we talk about participating in Sport. 

Play 

Rule 

Play is used with ball sports or 

competitive games where we play against 

another person: 

 

Use' 

How often do you play tennis? - tennis 

is a ball sport. 

I play poker with my friends on Friday 

night. - poker is a competitive game. We 

play to win. 

I don't like playing computer games. - 

again, computer games are competitive 

so we use play. 

 

Do 

Rule 

Do is used for a recreational activity or a 

non-team sport that does not use a ball: 

 

Use 

'I heard that you do karate.' - karate is a 

non-team activity. 

'I do crossword puzzles in my free 

time.' - crossword puzzles are not 

competitive. 

 

Go 

Rule  

Go is used with activities that end -ing. 

We go somewhere to do something: 

Use 

I'm going fishing on Sunday. 

Are you going skiing this winter? 

She said she was going swimming. 
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Watch / see / look  Tip: We use this grammar when we talk about viewing Sport. 

Watch 
 
Rule 
 
to look at something carefully, usually at 
something which is moving. 
 

Use 
 

Watch TV- the TV doesn’t move, but you 

watch the moving images carefully. 
Watch here you are going! You almost 
stepped on my foot! 
 

 
See 
 
Rule 

to ‘see’ something that comes into our 

sight that we weren’t looking for. (passive) 

Use 

Did you see that bird? – I wasn’t looking 

for it, it just appeared. 

I saw you driving to work today. 
 

 
Look 
 
Rule  
 
to look at something for a reason, with an 
intention. 

Use 
 
Look at that strange man. 
Look at the pictures I took on holiday. 
 

 
 
6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 

1. Do you play any sports?  

2. Do you like to watch sports on TV?  

3. Do you think athletes earn enough money, not enough money or too much money?  

4. Do you think everybody should practice sports?  

5. Do you think playing sports helps people work better as a team at work?  

6. Do you think that parents are too involved in their children's sports activities?  

7. Have you ever been to a soccer game? An America football game? A baseball game?  

8. Have you ever been to watch a professional sporting event?  

9. Have you ever tried snow-boarding?  

10. How often do you exercise?  
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Topic 4 Music 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Music - Peter and Seanan March 2012      0.00-4.00 
 

S I guess we’ll start off with eh, I don’t know music, is it. 

P Yeah. Ok. 

S Yeah, So 

P Define music hahaha 

S What are you, what are you listening to these days? 

P Well em, I listen to myself 

S Ah well yeah sure. 

P I play, I play two instruments 

S Yeah, (guitar) you are doing the stuff online, aren’t you, the the… 

P …and piano, yep, (yeah) yep, yep yep. So my musical taste really um… 

S But you are new on the piano aren’t you, well you’re new learning it. 

P Yes, about 18 months ago. 

S Ah, that’s pretty cool. 

P I started 18 months ago, so I’m making progress 

S So, that’s coming along all right. 

P Yep, it’s hard to get the hands moving separately 

S Yeah, no, I tried that, I tried that, I tried that for the eh, for the wedding, I was gonna, I 

was gonna play one song for the wedding and I just couldn’t. I could get one doing it, 

but the two 

P Yes, yep, yep 

S That’s hard man, that’s tough 

P  You’ve got to practice and practice a hundred times 

S But em, so what are, I mean you’re practicingwhat type of gendres, is it classical or just, 

just em… 

P Well I listen to a lot of soundtracks. I really like, I’ve got a more, I’ve got inclination to 

instrumental music. 

S Yeah 

P So I really like a good melody 

S John Barry, is it John Barry is it? 

P John Barry has written some, John Williams, em lots of guys 

S Eh 

P Who else, James Horner did Titanic (yeah) and Avatar and so on piano and guitar I’m,, 
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now that my piano is a little bit better, I like to find a piece of music that I like (uh huh) 

listening to and then find a piece that I can play (yeah) and then practice that and then 

S Yeah ‘cause I know, I think, I think on Facebook what, you were doing the Star 

Spangled Banner, wasn’t that it, was that the last one? 

P Yes, yes, yes, (yeah) yes I’ve got two nephews, that’s in one of my piano books. 

S Ah, they’re over, they’re over in the States are they? 

P Yep 

S Ah fair enough 

P Yep, yep. That’s a wonderful melody and eh, it’s an English song. I didn’t realize that, I 

did some research. 

S Oh really? I thought it was eh, I thought it was em 

P Yeah an English composer, written for a London social club in the um 1700’s 

S That’s weird seeing as they got, they got em liberation from America, I guess if you 

look at it or I independence from America 

P And then the melody, I mean it’s so identifiable with America 

S Yeah yeah, independence from the British 

P Surprised to read that it was written by (uh uh) 

S Well even I think, one of eh Danny Boy, do you already know the Danny boy (Yeah), it’s 

another kind of Irish anthem (oh ok), it was written by an English lawyer as well (hmm), 

so I think all the em the ex colonies are stealing British songs for some reason. 

P It’s funny how a song can become so identified with a culture (yeah), even though of 

course it might not necessarily… 

S Come from it 

P Be from that culture 

S Hm, fair enough 

P Yeah 

S So, you’ve got your, what are you listening to on your, on your Ipod then, do you listen 

to music on the Ipod? 

P Yes, well I’ve actually got a big collection, so I have an Ipod and two 360gb Ipods 

S Jeez, a lot of stuff 

P So I have my collection spread out all over that. My kind of favorites are on my Ipod, 

on my Iphone and then pretty much everything on my Ipods 

S All right 

P If I’d spend as much time organizing my Itunes collection, as I am studying Korean.. 

S I’d tell you, you’d be perfect (hahaha) 

P I mean 90% of the music I listen to is instrumental (yeah), either film scores or guitar 

music (hmm hmm), two American guitarists in particular, Steve Vai and Joe Satriani (uh 

huh) Em, I mean they are amazing players, virtuosos on the guitar (yeah) and great 
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composers as well, not just good players but they have the, (good stuff) musical 

training and the creativity (uh huh), em so a lot of that. It’s funny, I was reflecting 

recently that, yeah, I’m more drawn to music without words (yeah), for some reason. At 

the end it’s just the melody or the combination of a melody with a harmony, really nice 

harmony. 

S There’s no reason for that, is there? 

P I don’t know, I think it’s just a natural inclination, I’ve just always loved a good melody 

(yeah). I remember just being very young. My first, I think my first memory of hearing 

music is seeing Superman in the theater and I would have been about 7 or 8 at that 

time. 

S Who did that? 

P John Williams 

S All right 

P So, it’s go a big large orchestral score with the London symphony orchestra (yeah, 

yeah) and I remember just being captivated with the music and… 

S I was always confusing Superman with the start of, was it Star Wars (Star Wars). I don’t 

know if it was a similar start or something 

P Big bold melodies (yeah yeahyeah) and the orchestra were the same, I mean they are 

different when you consider it, but it’s the same, you know the sound of a full orchestra 

blasting away (grand) with a big clear melody. 

 

2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 
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For a complete list, see: 

Music - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=MUSIC&cdb=thesaurus 

3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 
be into music To like something S + be + into + object William is into modern 

jazz music. 
sell out  No more tickets 

available 

S + sell + out + object 
S + sell + object + out 
S + sell + object pronoun 
+ out 

Ricky and the band have 
been playing to sold out 
audiences across the 
country. 

pack out  The ability to fill 
all the concert 
seats 

S + pack + out + object 
S + pack + object + out 
S + pack + object pronoun 
+ out 

He's a very popular 
artist. Last year he was 
able to pack out 
London's Albert Hall. 

Grow 
out of 

 To finish liking 
something and 
move on to 
something else 

S + grow + out + of + 
object 

I grew out of pop music 
when I was 15. I then 
got into heavy rock 
music. 

 

4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: When you didn’t understand something, or you didn’t hear something, please ask the 

following Confirmation Questions below to get the information you need.  

 
How __________? 

Which __________? 

Is it __________? 

Could you repeat that? 

1. A: Yeah, I’m really into alternative music. 

2. B: Sorry, which kind of music? 

3. A: Alternative music. 

4. Oh, I see. What is your favorite group? 

5. Sorry, could you repeat that, I couldn’t quite hear what you said. 

6. Sure. What is your favorite band? 
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100% always, constantly 

 usually, normally 

 frequently, regularly 

 often 

50% sometimes 

 occasionally 

 rarely, infrequently 

 seldom 

 hardly ever 

0% never 

7. Oh, I got you. My favorite band is Nirvana. 

5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: We use the Present Simple/ Present Continuous a lot when we talk about Music. 

We also compare our music taste from the present to the past using ‘used to’. 

Present Simple 

Rule 

S+ verb inf  

We use the Present Simple to talk about 
actions we do every day or states. 
 
I eat. 
She eats 
We eat 
 
I don’t eat 
She doesn’t eat 
We don’t eat. 
 
Do you eat? 
Does she eat? 
Do they eat? 
 
Common words: adverbs of frequency- 
usually, sometimes, always, occasionally, 
seldom, never… 

Use 

I usually go to school by bus. 

Sometimes I walk to school. 

I seldom listen to pop music. 

I hardly ever listen to Trot music. 

Adverbs of Frequency  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Present Continuous 

Rule 

S+ am/is/are + verb ing 

We use the Present Continuous to talk 
about an activity we are doing now or 
around now. 
 

Use 

I am reading this sentence now. 

I am talking now. 

I am learning Korean at the moment. 
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I am eat. 
She is eating 
We are eating 
 
I am no eating 
She is not eating 
We are not eating 
 
Are you eating? 
Is she eating? 
Are they eating? 
 
Common words: now, at the moment 

 

Used to 
 

Rule 

S + used to + inf. 

We use “used to” to talk about an 

action or a state which has stopped 

or finished from the  

past till now. 

Use 

I used to smoke when I was younger. Now I 

don’t. (action) 

 

I used to have long hair when I was in 

university. (state) 

 

 
 

6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 

1. What kind of music do you like?  

2. Are you a good singer?  

3. Can you concentrate on other things when you are listening to music?  

4. Can you play a musical instrument?  

5. Do you think there is a relationship between drugs and music?  

6. How about violence and music? 

7. Do you think your favorite music twenty years from now will be the same as it is 

today?  

8. Have you ever been to a concert?  

9. How does music make you feel?  

10. If you could play any musical instrument, what would it be?  
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Topic 5 History 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

History – Dave and Seanan 2012            0.00 - 4.04 
 
S All right, so em…history  

D …is being made as we speak 

S Oh, my God, that sounds like the History Channel, was the History Channel, is, that’s it 

isn’t it, eh History is made every day or something 

D That’s it that’s it yeah, made every day 

S Something silly like that 

D  History HD, (So) it’s a great channel. 

S What we’ve just said is already history and what we are saying now is history. 

D Seriously though, I love, I love, I love watching it, I mean they I mean , it is the History 

Channel 

S Yeah, yeah 

D There’s some bloody good history programs on it. 

S They do, but I think, I don’t know, I watch it as well. They have some em, they put on 

like these little things like Pawn Brokers, Pawn Shop. 

D Yeah, I don’t know how that fits into History 

S Some of the stuff doesn’t really fit in and then others, there’s eh, these guys are 

digging, em digging the mud…eh 

D Oh, mud, mud, mud, mud, oh oh, there is, there is a 

S By the river Thames in London. 

D There is a kind of historical aspect to that ‘cause… 

S That’s interesting, I like it 

D Well I guess maybe more archaeological 

S Yeah, yeah 

D They go to all the famous places in London, (mm) like the tower, they weren’t actually, 

I don’t watch it, because I don’t really like it 
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S Ah 

D But, they were actually in the Tower em last week I think and they were looking at all 

the old em torture chambers (Yeah), and tortures that used to be inflicted on the 

prisoners there. It’s pretty cool actually, ‘cause em, you know you always think of them 

dragging in the guy and throwing him on the rack and stretching (mm mmmm) him, 

apparently they didn’t 

S No? 

D The the, the beginning of the torture was, they brought you in, very calmly explain to 

you exactly what they were going to do to you. 

S  A,B,C yeah 

D If that doesn’t work, then we are gonna do this, and if that doesn’t work we are gonna 

do this and em, the thing that they started off with was the eh, not the the, the chair of, 

the chair of nails, the chair of spikes or something like that. And it’s not, I mean, this is 

pretty horrible… 

S And that’s the beginning of your torture. 

D This is the beginning 

S I like it, haha 

D Very very clever, don’t need to weight the guy or anything like that, just strap him in 

the chair and you know even if you got arms in the chair, he’ll be trying to hold himself 

up, but he won’t be able to 

S True true 

D And just the weight of his own body is gonna drive the stakes through him 

S Fantastic 

D But, practically impossible for this to kill you, at least in the short term 

S Ah ha Ok 

D Although you lose blood (uh huh) and you’ll be in excrutiating pain, the spikes actually 

going in to you will also seal the wound (uh huh), so you won’t be pumping blood 

unless you have an artery or something like that. 

S So you, that’s, this is , this is your main interest in history then, is it? Haha 

D Well, oh no, it’s an interesting little segment. 

S No I mean its, I like the program itself, em I guess I’m more interested in eh war. 



31 

 

D Absolutely 

S You know, I think when I was growing up my dad was em, kind of all, it was all World 

War One, especially World War Two, he was just a fanatic about this 

D I was addicted to World War Two when I was growing up 

S Yeah, I used to have, sort of like, you know the, air fix models of tanks 

D Yeah, Spitfires 

S And Spitfires, the whole lot. I was, I was more of a tank person for some reason, my 

uncle, my uncle’s a tank driver eh… 

D In the British army? 

S Yeah, yeah, yeah and my em, my grandfather, my mother’s father was a seargent in the 

British army, eh ‘cause my mom’s from the north you know (ah hmm), so em, her side 

of the family is English and most of them were military you know. 

D Ok, my grandfather was a captain (mm) in the Irish army. 

S That would be it, I mean, my father, my, I guess my grandfather on my father’s side, 

em he had his arm blown off, em (jeez), actually they wrote a, there was a book, came 

out about 2 years ago, by a professor in Trinity and em, two or three pages on my 

grandfather in that 

D Ok 

S Sort of like you know, how, how the Irish saw them coming back from the war, (Ah 

huh) because the saw them as traitors 

D Of of course 

S You know, because they were fighting with the British (the British) you know, and it 

was called, was it, “A Hero if you Fall, A Coward if you Return” (right), or something 

like that you know, so em, I was just interested in looking at how the Irish were looked 

at when they came back and how they were sort of eh ostracized from society and stuff 

like that. 

D Where did he get his arm blown off, at Dunkirk or something like that? 

S Yeah something like that yeah. But em , he was still swimming after that or something, 

my dad has all these… 

D Crazy stories 

S Stories about him 

D Excellent. 



32 

 

 

2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

History - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=history&cdb=thesaurus  

 

3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 
Date 
back 

history Beginning, 
originates 

S + dates + back 
+object 

Dublin has a rich 
history dating back to 
Viking times. 

Look 
into  

history Examine 
carefully 

S + look + into + object Speak to Dave - he's 
looked into the history 
of the site, so he should 
be able to help you. 
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4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Use the Keeping or Killing the Conversation Strategies below to either finish a 

conversation or keep it going. 

Keepers  
What do you think?  
How do you feel?  
How about you?  
What about you?  
 
Killers  
I don’t really know.  
That’s a good question.  
I’m not sure.  
I have no idea.  
I’d have to think about that.  
Umm, ahhh, I’d rather not say.  
 
 Try to complete the sentences below using Keepers or Killers. 

1. A: What are you planning to do next weekend? 

B: I don’t __________ know. 

 

2. A: What are you planning to do next weekend? 

B: I’m not __________. What about __________? 

A: I’m thinking of going to the beach. 

 

3. A: How old are you? 

B: Umm, ahh, I’d __________ not say. 

 

4. A: How old are you? 

B: That’s a good __________. How _________ you? 

A: I’m 26. I think you are younger than I am. 
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Subject 

Verb 

Object 

Object 

Verb 

Subject 

‘by’ introduces 
the Subject 

5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: When we talk about History, we do use the Passive Voice often, especially to talk about 

buildings and people. 

The Passive 

Example:  

Past Simple Active:  Shakespeare wrote Hamlet. 

 

 

 

Past Simple Passive:  Hamlet was written by Shakespeare. 

In the Active, the Subject is important, the person doing the action. 
In the Passive, the Object is important. 

 

Please check below for verb changes from Active to Passive. 
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6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 
 
 

1. What period of history interests you most? 

2. What do you think of the recent history of your country – the past fifty years? 

3. What do you know about the early history of your country? 

4. Do you think history repeats itself? 

5. What period of history would you like to go back and live in? 

6. “Half of writing history is hiding the truth.” What do you think of this quote in 

relation to what was in your school history books? 

7. What do you know about your family history? 

8. Which people in the world have a troubled history? 

9. Do you think history comes back to haunt us? 

10. How would the world change if schools stopped teaching history to children and all 

history books were destroyed? 
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Topic 6 Books 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Books - William and Seanan March 2012           0.00 – 3.43 
 
W Yeah, yeah I’ve continued reading Terry Pratchett novels on my Kindle and em 

yeah 

S I haven’t got one of those. Is it all right, the Kindle? 

W Yep, the e-book reader is pretty good and eh it’s very convenient, it’s vey 

lightweight (uh) and eh you know I’ve got like eh… 

S Is that backlit is it? 

W Hm? 

S Has that got a backlight or..? 

W No, it’s just eh, some kind of e-ink and eh, so but I mean, see if, also in really 

bright light it doesn’t wash out or whatever. 

S Yeah, there’s no shine off the screen is there? 

W No, so your eyes don’t get tired. 

S So you’re into Terry Pratchett huh, I, I read a couple of his a long time ago, but 

he’s em, he’s a fantasy writer pretty much isn’t he 

W Yeah like eh, kind of eh, fantasy parody of the style (yeah, yeah)somewhat, you 

know he eh, he uses the old sword and sorcery dungeons and dragons (yeah, 

yeah) thing, but eh, throws in very modern ideas and twist and eh 

S Is it centered, it’s like the Dark Ages or something, it feels like that doesn’t it? 

W Well that’s the thing, well I mean, they throw terms in that are clearly modern 

and you know em (yeah) things that were never thought of by medieval mind or 

whatever and eh (huh) the people seem very modern in their thinking you know, 

like he doesn’t, you know the different accents and like they have fish and chips 

and… 

S Stuff like that 

W Things like, yeah curries and stuff like that yeah, when it’s eh 

S That’s modern enough I guess (and eh) isn’t that the British, the British diet isn’t 

it, curry and fish and chips I guess. 
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W Yeah, (you know) and eh, yeah that’s the one, the one, the one biggest city on 

the (uh huh) world or whatever is very much like, kind of London based 

S Is that the kind of, is that the kind of gendre you normally read or is it just, 

just… 

W Oh phuff, I I used to a long time ago, and then I don’t know, just eh I 

downloaded a bunch of his books and (yeah) eh just was like, you know, got into 

him again (uh huh), for a long time I just read non fiction for several years. 

S So you don’t read the paper books anymore, no? Paper ones… 

W Ah a little bit, I mean I still eh, you know eh, carry one around every now and 

then (uh huh), but it, it just eh, I don’t know, it’s, if I can get it though in the 

thee-book version… 

S It’s handier isn’t it? 

W Yeah, it’s a lot handier. I mean, I can carry so many books with me at one time, 

(hmm hmm) ‘cause I think I have eleven hundred books… 

S These were legal or illegal downloads now? 

W Haha 

S Haha, a mix is it haha, heheh, oh any, get past that one. 

W Let’s not leaving anything on eh tape on eh, on eh… 

S But emem I mean… 

W What about you, what are you reading these days? 

S Me, ah, absolutely nothing, I, I not for fun (hmm), I tell you I was, em I think 

the last time I read for fun was after I finished the last the last, I guesthe last 

study course (hmm), then I picked up a couple of books, but em, recently it’s all 

about conversation analysis, discourse analysis (wah), just applied linguistics 

(hmm), which is not fun, but em (heh), it’s interesting (uh huh), you know, eh 

the usual big words for the same things we’ve been teaching for the last twenty 

years you know, em… 

W It’s revolutionary, I’m sure, the way the eh… 

S Evolutionary, I don’t think it’s revolutionary, I think everything’s, actually it 

goes, it goes back doesn’t it, it regresses as well (ah hmm) you know and it, 

recycles stuff, but em, em interesting enough. I mean I was reading some work 

on one of my tutors (ah hmm) over the weekend, so it was quite cool, quite 
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accessible. 

W So, so you can drop terms as you’re… 

S Pretty much and kind of go, yeah oh I read your stuff, it’s fantastic you know 

(hehe), but you know, I guess you have to don’t you, if you want to study. But 

for fun, em no. 

W What about movies? 

 

2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Books - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=books&cdb=thesaurus 
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3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 
Bring 

back 

books return S + bring + back + 

object 

S + bring + object + 

back 

S + bring + object 

pronoun + back 

Please bring back the 

books that you borrow 

when you have finished 

so that others can enjoy 

them. 

Give 

away  

books Give to someone 

for free  

S + give + away + 

object 

S + give + away + back 

S + give+ object 

pronoun + away 

I had a lot of books I 

didn't want to keep so I 

gave them away to a 

friend. 

Line up books Putting 

something in 

order 

S + line + up + object 

S + line + object + up 

S + line + object 

pronoun + up 

He was bored so he 

spent the afternoon 

lining his books up on 

the shelf. 

Tie up books To tie something 

together with a 

knot. 

S + tie + up + object 

S + tie + object + up 

S + tie + object 

pronoun + up 

She had to carry some 

books but she didn't 

have a bag so she tied 

them up with some 

string 

 

4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Please use the Interrupting Strategies below to Interrupt someone in a Polite or Strong 

way. 

 

Excuse me. (polite)  

 

Could I say something? 

Can I say one thing?  

Can I ask something?  

But __________. 

 

 

Wait a Minute. (familiar or strong)  
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5. Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: When we talk about Books, we usually use the Present Continuous Tense, The Past 
Simple Tense and the Present Perfect Simple/ Continuous Tenses. 

Present Perfect Simple 

 

Rule  
 
S+ have/has +pp 
 
We use the Present Perfect Simple in 3 ways: 

 
1. Action started in past and continues 
now. 
 
2. Action started in past, finished, but the 
result of the action affects now. 
 
3. Action started and finished in the past, 
but the experience of that action still 
remains with us until now, and can be 
recollected at any moment. 
 
We use short single action verbs, not 
verbs that show a long time or repetition. 
The Present Perfect Simple always 
connects the past to the present in some 
way. 
 
Common Words: for, since, yet, 
already, still, before, just 

Use 
 

 
 
 
 
1. I have been in class for 30 minutes. 

(Class is not finished yet, I am still in 
class now) 
 

2. I have lost my wallet. ( action started 
and finished sometime in the past, now 
the result is I have no money) 
 

3. I have been to Seoul. (Action started and 
finished sometime in the past, it is part of 
my memory and I can remember my time 
there now if I think about it) 

 
For = whole duration 
Since = start of duration 
Yet = Negative and Question 
Already = Positive 
Still = Negative 

 
Ever / Never 
 
Rule 
 
In this form we are looking at the 

question = Have/has + s+ ever + pp…? 

 

We used “ever” here to mean “in all your 

life…up to now” 

 

“Ever” can only come in the question form, 

nowhere else. 
 
Have you ever eaten snake? 
Yes I have. 
No, I have never eaten snake. 
(pp =past participle- eat, ate, eaten) 

Use 
 
Have you ever been to Rome? 
Yes I have. 

No, I have never been to Rome ( or “No, 

never”) 

 
(Note: Usually the Present Perfect 

Simple is used with the Simple Past –  

A: Have you ever been to Rome?  
B: Yes I have. \ 
A: Wow. What was it like?  
B: It was beautiful. I went there in the 
summer. It had lots of beautiful trees and 
buildings. I saw the Colosseum. 
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Present Perfect Simple 

 

Rule  
 
S+ have/has +been + verb ing 
 
We use the Present Perfect Continuous in 2 
ways: 

 
1. Action started in past and continues 
now. 
 
2. Action started in past, finished, but the 
result of the action affects now. 

 
We use verbs that show a long time or 
repetition. 
 
Common Words: for, since, just 

Use 
 

 
 
 
 
1. I have been waiting for him for 30 
minutes. (I started waiting for him 30 
minutes ago and I am still waiting) 
 
2. A. Why are you red?  

B. I’ve been running. ( action started and 

finished sometime in the past, now the 
result is I have a red face) 

 
 

 
 
 

6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 
 

1. What is your favorite story?  

2. Who is your favorite author?  

3. Who is your favorite character?  

4. What is your favorite genre?  

5. What is the longest book you have ever read?  

6. What is the funniest book you have ever read?  

7. How many books have you read in your life?  

8. Do you have any ideas for a story for you to write?  

9. Do you read books based on recommendations?  

10. What are some of the books that were recommended to you?  
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Topic 7 Countries 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Countries - Dave and Seanan March 2012               0.00 – 4.41 

 

S It is now. 

D Will you be able to get away this summer? 

S Eh, debating it, debating it, well I’m not debating it, huh huh, I’ve had it set, but I’ve 

been debating it with, it with eh, my wife I guess, em I’d like to go home, (ok) ‘cause I 

wasn’t home last time round and em, but if a summer course comes up, I’ll do that and 

then I’ll try and go home. 

D I think there is almost definitely gonna be an ACE program 

S Yeah, yeah, so I’ll have a month off after that, so I might, I might go home, em, but 

depending on how Youngjin is in terms of like, if she is pregnant or something like that 

you know, (ahaha) I’m may have tostay around. But, yeah, I’d like to go back home, I 

mean, you know, it’s been, it’s been a bit of a while, my dad’s getting a bit older so 

D Right. (you know) I’ll be there actually this summer. 

S You’re going back home. Are you going over to England as well are you? 

D Going to England as well(all right) and em, hopefully going over to Scotland 

S Right, what’s the Scottish thing for? Just, is Stevie back there 

D Well Stevie will be back, and the plan is, fly home first, (ah hmm) spend a weekend 

there, spend about 3 or 4 days there, go over to England on the eh, on the Sunday 

afternoon or something like that, (right) whenever there is a flight and then spend 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday (ah hmm) in Birmingham (ah hmm), 

basically working with Nick (yeah) and then probably on Saturday, haven’t worked out 

how to get there yet, (uh-huh) whether to get the train or whether to fly from 

Birmingham up to either Glasgow or Edinburgh (yeah yeah) and fly up there and hook 

up with Stevie and the main reason for going up there, apart from apart from hooking 

up with Stevie is… 

S You’re not playing golf again are you? 

D Oh yeah (ah, there you go) oh yeah. St. Andrews man. 

S Really? 
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D Well Stevie is a graduate of St. Andrews 

S Oh, so he gets a, he gets a deal does he? 

D He gets a special deal on eh (lovely), on eh on playing the old course 

S Wow 

D Which is good because it’s like… 

S The old, meaning the original 

D The original, the one they place the British open on and stuff like that 

S Fantastic 

D It’s still a public course 

S Yeah. What do you think, what do you think of Scotland? I’ve only been, like I’ve been 

there, dodododo, I don’t know, once or twice. 

D I’ve only been there once. I was there for like four or five days. 

S Did you go to Stevie’s wedding? 

D Yep, Stevie’s wedding. 

S All right, fair enough 

D So we were in Edinburgh, Edinburgh is nice I mean (yeah yeah), You’ve been there 

right? 

S I haven’t actually. (oh)I spent time in Dundee, I don’t know why I spent time in 

Dundee. When I was 16 I was in Dundee 

D No idea, why you spent time in Dundee, emI don’t know anything about Dundee 

(getting into Art College or something stupid like that) just doesn’t sound great. But 

now em, I mean Edinburgh is beautiful (yeah) you see now you got the architecture, 

the, the, what’s it, ah what the hell is the name of that, you know there is a 

volvolvolehhh, a volcanic outcrop as the back… 

S This is what the castle is on, isn’t it, no no 

D Yes, (yes) the castle is on one of them (yeah yeahyeah), but behind the whole town (a 

different one) and actually at the end of the Royal Mile (mm), em where the old Royal 

Palace is (uh-huh, uh-huh) and when you’re looking straight, straight north (yeah) of 

that, there’s a, there’s a massive em, like a maisa (uh-huh), em and it’s basically a 

volcanic plume or something like that and it overshadows all of Edinburgh (ahh). 

You’ll often see like a kind of, what’s the word, a em a portrait, not portrait, a 

landscape photograph (yeah, yeah) of em, of Edinburgh and you’d have the castle in 
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the foreground and that’s kind of obviously rising above the city and then behind that 

(ah hmm), not that far behind it, but kind of in the distance you have this… 

S You’ll see that 

D This kind of raised plateau above it, it’s basically an old limestone plateau (yeah), lava 

(lava) lava (lava). 

S Yeah, ‘cause we send our students over there, you know that, we send (yeah, yeah) two 

or three students over there 

D Are they back yet? 

S No, well they are not going yet, they’ll be gone in em April (ok), they’ll be heading 

over in April em, but eh, no, I’ve heard it’s a great city. I mean, I know Barry was over 

there as well… 

D Well he got married there 

S Well he got married over there yeah 

D He got married on the Royal Mile, there’s a, ah hell I can’t remember the name of the, 

there’s all these kind of famous historical buildings (yeah, yeah) on the Royal Mile, 

you know there’s em, the guy whose name I can never remember but he was one of the 

most famous hangings in Edinburgh (ah ok) in Edinburgh jail and there’s a pub there 

on the corner with, with, has his name, ah the pub’s been there for donkey’s (mm) and 

there’s another couple, there’s another thing that was used as something or other, a 

very, very famous building. 

S There you go… 

D Then there’s another something or other that’s also a very famous building, you know 

all kinds of shops 

S Well it’s full of that isn’t it. 

D Of course I think a lot of it, ‘cause the Royal Mile is actually, a lot of it is 

pedestrianized (mm mmmm) em, so you got all kinds of street, street performers on 

there, especially around Fringe. 

S Yeah, I guess well the Fringe is eh, I know Nanta were over there, doing their drum 

(yeah), their drum thing (that’s right) a few other events I guess and em… 
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2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Country - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=country&cdb=thesaurus 
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3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 
Open up country Make a place or 

market friendlier 
to foreign 
interests 

S + open  up + object 

S+ open + object + up 

S + open + object 

pronoun + up 

Vietnam has enjoyed 

some of the fastest 

economic growth rates 

in Asia over the past 

decade, following the 

decision to open up the 

country to foreign 

investment. 

 

4. Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Please use the Getting a Response Strategies below to get feedback from your 

listener. 

 

What do you think?  

How do you feel about that?  

Don’t you agree?  

Do you know what I mean?  

 

 Try to complete the activity below using Response Strategies. 

1. A: I went to France last winter. It was really cool. Do ________________________? 

2. B: Yeah sure, I was there 5 years ago, it’s a beautiful city. Don’t ____________ ? 

3. Yeah, I might go back there someday. What __________________? 

4. That sounds wonderful, if only I could go with you. 
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5.  Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Sometimes when we talk about Countries, especially from our experience, we use 

Modal Verbs to recommend going there or not, or for doing and seeing things there. 

Should 

Rule 

We use “should” for : 

 
1 = Recommendation 

2 = Obligation 

3 = Expectation 

All Modal Verbs follow these 3 

rules: 

1. Modal verbs do not take 
s in the 3rd person. 
 

2. We use “not” to make the 

Modal Verbs negative, 

even in Simple Present and 

Simple Past. 

 

3. Modal Verbs are followed 

by infinitive without to. 

Some common modal verbs are: 

Can 

Could 

May 

Might 

Must 

Ought to (an exception) 

Shall 

Should 
Will 
Would 

Use 

1 = People with high cholesterol should eat 

low-fat foods. 

2 = I should be at work before 9am. 

3 = The post should be here soon, It’s 

almost noon. 
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6.  Questions (The MP3 is available online) 

1. What country would you like to visit?  

2. What country would you like to live in and why?  

3. What country would you like to work in?  

4. What country has the most interesting customs?  

5. What country would be fun to work in?  

6. Would you like to work in a tropical country?  

7. Would you like to work in Antarctica?  

8. Would you like to live where there is always snow?  

9. Would you like to live where there is desert and hot weather?  

10. What countries in Europe have you visited?  
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Topic 8 Food 

1. Listening & Reading (The MP3 is available online) 

Food - Peter and Seanan March 2012            0.00-4.55 
 
P Food? I'm curious what kind of foods do you eat that you wish you didn't or you like 

to eat less of but perhaps can't because they're too tempting? 

S Well I guess I'm, I'm on a diet now so I can't,em... I'm always on a bloody diet.I 

don't know, I always seem to be on a diet. 

P What do you crave when you are on a diet? 

S The usual chocolate and coke or beer but I just and cookies 

I have a list at home of things I can not eat. 

P Ah okay stuck to the fridge? 

S No, we have a white board actually in the living room. 

And it's got, it's got, it's got, it's got all these, it's got all these rules like  

P Does your wife make you do that???? 

S She does. she has written down, you know 

It changes every couple of weeks but few of them are like ' no more cookies, no 

more chocolate, no more coke' 

And, so those things I crave for now again, but now it's more veggies and healthy 

food. 

P Right. 

S But not always, you go off track, you know. 

P Yep. 

S What, you do the same, no? 

P I'm trying to watch what I eat. What I find is if I go shopping on my own, or I’m at 

home by myself, I don't buy that kind of, 

I don't buy chocolates, I don’t buy Pringles, I don't buy, I don’t buy that much junk 

food. 

But, if it’s offered to me and it’s there, then it’s hard to resist that temptation. Like in 

the office, just over there 

S You get a lot of pizza parties and all that stuff ---- 
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P Yeah lots of free food. (Yeah, yeah, yeah) Ah but it’s nice to havethe free food but 

over there, there is lots of coffee mixes, there's choco pies, there’s little caramels, 

there’s little chocolates and when I'm working em during the day from 8.30 to 5:30 

sometimes I just go grab something just out of boredom, just to get away from my 

desk, I’ll have a coffee and I'm trying not to.  

S But I get that from (it’s hard to resist) from my wife as well, she’s sort of likeemem, 

if it's free, it's grand, (yep) if you're buying it, no, so 

P I don’t mind the free meals. 

S I think I'm hunting free junk food or something like that, but em, yeah no I'm not, 

I'm not really a burger sort of person but eh… 

P Ah, okay 

S I don't know I saw that Mc Donalds had that pink slime they were putting in their 

burger. It was on TV a while ago, this sort of long sort of sausage looking thing pink 

slime that was going in to their burgers, I was like oh fucking hell now way, that’s 

not cool you know. 

P Have you ever seen 'The Biggest Loser'? 

S Eh, oh, that's that, that weight sort of loss program. 

P Yeah, reality TV show that a group of these people that are just the biggest. (Yeah) 

I mean one guy, I'm watching the Australian version at the moment, one guy was 

over 200kg (uh) and em,  

S Which is more than, no, it's a bit more than I weigh 

P Which is more than, more than 2 of me and em, yeah they are in this house, well it’s 

a complex (yeah) and they have trainers training them. 

S It's like a big brother thing but you've got to, (yeah, yeah, yeah) you've got to lose 

weight 

P Some of them, yeah they have to lose weight and whoever loses the least amount of 

weight, in a given week, can be voted off, or they put up, get up, put up for 

ellimination. 

And they have these temptations where... 

S What, they put stuff in front of them? 

P They put stuff in front of them, there’s different rules, or different prizes, they can 

win immunity (yeah) or they can penalize, the winner has the power to penalize 
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someone else. 

So it's, I mean it's, it’s, it’s, I mean it’s, it’s a shame because they’re there to get 

away from that (yeah) but I guess that's kind of praticing tempting it, ‘cause the 

foods right there and there’s a prize. 

S I guess, yeah I guess after the show, for instance, when they finish or something, 

you know, they go back out, like there is a burger in front of them, they might just 

jump on it you know, but em. 

P Well they, they get, their trainers get really angry when they take temptation and 

then they exercise so hard I mean, they’re in tears, they’re vomitting, (uh) they train 

till they drop almost daily 

S Just intensive exercise 

P Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah and the minimal diet cause the food that they have to eat, it’s 

I mean they teach them a lot of… 

S Are they doing something like the Atkin’s Diet where they are like, they are allowed 

to eat steak and chicken and stuff like that or is it, is it purely… 

P They have quite a wide choice but there's a lot of emphasis on portion size (uh-huh) 

and just how to prepare a healthy meal (uh) and sort of eating too much 

S Cooking instead of… 

P They have cooking classes as well 

S Instead of ordering and stuff like that 

P Yeah, yeah, yeah. (low calories) But they can , they, they can all, I mean, their eating 

isn’t totally controlled, sometimes they sneak away or, or (uh uh ) there is food 

there, but the emphasis is on not eating because the prize is if they lose the most, the 

most amount of weight and I think it goes for about a 12 period and the numbers 

drop off (hm), but the transformations at the end of the 12 weeks  

S Huge 

P From the beginning are just staggering. I mean in that environment, they’re not 

working, they’re not 

S But that’s what you are concentrating on though, for the 12 weeks (yeah, yeah, 

yeah), you’ve gotta lose, yeah , yeah, yeah. 

P Yeah, I mean no outside distractions. 

S Yeah, and you’ve gotta kind of do it as (yeah) well because you are in that sort of 
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(yeah) center (yeah) Yeah, it's different when you're on the outside, isn't it? There’s 

too many bloody things, I mean you're working as well, as you said snacking and 

stuff like that. (yeah) 

P Well they spend hours in the gym I mean their homework is to spend like 2 hours in 

the gym in the morning and then they do training in the afternoon and they do some 

more… 

S I can’t do that stuff at all 

P It’s an enormous amount 

S No way 

 

2. Vocabulary (The MP3 is available online) 

The larger the lettering = the more common the use in modern English 

 

For a complete list, see: 

Food - http://www.just-the-word.com/main.pl?word=food&cdb=thesaurus 
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3. Phrases (The MP3 is available online) 

Phrase Collocation Meaning Structure Example 
Eat in  Stay home and 

have a meal 

S + eat + in (no object) I think I will eat in 

tonight, it’s cold 

outside. 

Eat out  Eat outside of 
home 

S + eat + in (no object) I think I will eat out 

tonight, I fancy going to 

that new restaurant 

around the corner. 

Cut 
down on 

 reduce S + cut+down + on + 

object 

I need to cut down on 

sugar, I’m eating too 

much of it/ 

Cut 
back on 

 reduce s + cut back + on I need to cut back on 

coffee. I am up to 5 

cups a day now. It’s 

crazy. 

 Some extra Phrases for Food 

I’m hungry. 

I’m starving. 

I’m famished. 

This food is too 
Cold/hot 
Bland/spicy 
Undercooked/overcooked 

I’m full. 

I’m stuffed. 

I’m about to explode 

 

4.  Conversation Strategies (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: Please use the Soliciting Detail Strategies below to get more information from your 

partner. 

What do you mean __________?  

Can you give me an example __________? 

Could you tell me __________? 

I’d be interested to know __________.  

I’d like to know __________.  
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You said __________. What did you mean?  

Could you explain __________?  

What kind of __________? 

 Try to complete the activity below using Soliciting Detail Strategies. 

1. A. I had a great time during my trip to London. 

2. B. _______________ had a great time. __________ what you did there? 

3. A. I saw a lot of sights. 

4. B. What kind of sights? __________________ an example? 

5. A. The Tower of London, Big Ben, and London Eye. 

 

5.  Grammar (The MP3 is available online) 

Tip: We use the Conditional forms to talk about real and unreal situations in the present, past 
and future.  
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6. Questions (The MP3 is available online) 

1. Should fast food restaurants serve healthier food?  

2. Are food portions too big for our health?  

3. What food would you like to see in a restaurant in this country?  

4. Do you think it is good to count calories when you are eating?  

5. What differences do you notice in the preparation of American/British/Australian and 

Chinese/Japanese/Korean foods?  

6. Do you think that food defines a culture? If so, how?  

7. Do you notice any differences in the way food is served at the table when you travel?  

8. How does the etiquette of eating together in your country differ from other countries?  

9. Are there any foods that bring back special memories for you? What are they?  

10. How often do you have unhealthy food?  

 


