Pairing/Grouping Ideas
1. Film Titles
· Preparation: Prepare slips of paper with half of a well-known film title written on each slip (e.g., "Harry" on one slip and "Potter" on another).
· Activity: Students draw a slip of paper and must find the person who has the matching half of their film title.
· Example Titles: "Star Wars", "The Godfather", "Jurassic Park", "The Lion King", "Finding Nemo".
2. Name Matching
· Preparation: Prepare slips with famous people or pairs of names (e.g., "Romeo" and "Juliet", William Shakespeare).
· Activity: Each student gets one slip and must find their matching partner.
· Example Pairs: "Bonnie & Clyde", "Tom & Jerry", "Batman & Robin", "Mickey & Minnie", "Shrek & Fiona", William & Shakespeare, Elon & Musk, Sherlock & Holmes, etc.
3. Word Matching
· Preparation: Write compound words on separate slips of paper (e.g., "Tooth" on one slip and "Brush" on another).
· Activity: Students pick a slip and find the person with the corresponding word.
· Example Pairs: Ice & Cream, Butter & Fly, Sun & Flower, Rain & Bow, Foot & Ball, Star & Fish, etc…



4. Jobs & Tools
· Preparation: Write down jobs and a tool or item associated with that job on separate slips of paper (e.g., "Painter" on one slip and "Brush" on another).
· Activity: Students find the partner whose job matches their tool.
· Example Pairs: "Chef & Knife", "Doctor & Stethoscope", "Teacher & Book", "Photographer & Camera", "Carpenter & Hammer".
5. Family Matching
· Preparation: Write family roles or members on slips of paper (e.g., "Mother" on one slip and "Father" on another).
· Activity: Students find their matching family member.
· Example Pairs: "Brother & Sister", "Aunt & Uncle", "Cousin & Cousin", "Grandmother & Grandfather", "Son & Daughter", “Mr Jones & Ms. Jones”, etc…
6. Lexical Groups
· Preparation: Write related words from a lexical group on separate slips of paper (e.g., "Red" on one slip, "Blue" on another, etc., from the colors group).
· Activity: Students find others with words that fit into the same lexical group.
· Example Groups:
· Colors: "Red", "Blue", "Green", "Yellow"
· Fruits: "Apple", "Banana", "Orange", "Grape"
· Animals: "Dog", "Cat", "Elephant", "Lion"
7. Paper Match
· Preparation: Tear up some pages from a newspaper or magazine
· Activity: Distribute the ripped pages and have students find their matching sections.
8. Shape Match
· Preparation: Cut out various shapes from colored paper (e.g., halves of a heart, pieces of a puzzle).
· Activity: Distribute the shapes and have students find the person with the matching shape piece.
· Example Shapes:
· Puzzle pieces
· Halves of geometric shapes (e.g., half-circle, half-square)
· Different pieces of a larger picture

Using these techniques, you can make the process of pairing up or grouping students fun and interactive, encouraging communication and teamwork from the start.
Can you think of any more matching methods?

